THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

been formed the leaders of the political parties and the
syndicalist organisations had a completely wrong idea of
professional soldiers. They did not realise that the great
majority of these managed to live as decently as possible, in
spite of the miserable salaries they were paid. Generally
speaking they were neither Monarchists nor Republicans.
They lived outside the great political and social problems
of the world and of Spain, They only wanted^ to better
their own conditions, and receive from the people the
consideration they believed they deserved.

With the idea of attracting them to Republicanism,
Senor Azafia, Republican Minister of War, passed a law
concerning retired officers, which had no precedent in all
history, either for its generosity or for the great blunder
which was implicit in it. By this Law the Republican
Government made a public declaration that it did not
wish to oblige army officers to give their professional
services to the new regime, that those who wished loyally
to serve the Republic could stay, and that the others, who
did not feel themselves fitted to do so, should be retired.
As a result a great number of the generals and lesser
officers voluntarily accepted pensions, a few because of
their monarchist tendencies, but the majority for more
selfish reasons, since the law was stupid enough to allow
them a pension for life which was equal to the salary they
would receive on active service. Nothing was demanded
from them in exchange for this generous provision. When
these officers entered civil life they did so in search of
advancement, choosing activities for which they felt them-
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